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that was fixed and final. The rapidly growing technological character of the culture, like the traditional frontier experience, further suggested that ordinary affairs and everyday life were in constant process of remaking. Moreover, the fact that men had visibly and within the memory of two or three generations actually created so much of the physical culture of the country suggested the unfinished character of the experiment. All these reasons, then, help explain why the scientific and especially the evolutionary position, emphasizing as it did the long-favored doctrine of progress, the power of man to reconstruct society, and a generally optimistic faith in the future, found congenial soil in America.
The Science of the Mind
Nowhere was the impact of the new science more revolutionary than in the field of psychology. In 1870 learned men regarded the human mind much as it had been viewed for centuries. Individual minds were all presumably patterned after a universal type; mind was specially created to set human kind off from the other creatures; it existed separately from the body, "parallel" to corresponding bodily activities but made of different stuff; and it was in the main considered from a static rather than an evolutionary standpoint. It could be studied with success and profit by "armchair" introspective methods. These were leading doctrines of the times.
While these traditional views of mind prevailed in the United States the objective technique for studying mental life was making great headway in Wundt's laboratory in Leipzig, It had begun to dawn on Wundt and a few other pioneers" that mental activity must be studied not as mind but as minds, and that sensations could be measured and understood in scientific terms. The influence of physics and physiology on the study of mental phenomena was transforming psychology into a natural science.
While no one can dispute the contribution of Wundt's American disciples in establishing objective techniques for the study of mind and divorcing mental phenomena from teleological and supernatural characteristics, the same end was even more strikingly promoted by the gifted pioneers working within the Darwinian scheme of things. In both the